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Introduction

FROM POST-COMMUNISM TO WHAT?

Andrzej Brzeski

There is much ambivalence in Europe’s relation aemunism and communists. Indeed, as
Ljubo Sirc puts it in this respect, “confusion reigns supreme.” Toimldn't but negatively
affect the post-communist transformation. But aljlo the process of decommunization of
Eastern Europe has been uneven and incompletelashewo decades brought significant
change.

The all-embracing state ownership and central pteghhave given way to private ownership and
markets. Each case is different and deserves a graplo. But, imperfect as it is, a summary
index of “economic freedom,” puts things in pergpec® Of the 141 countries surveyed in
2009, the post-communist ones were ranked as fellow

Estoni: 11
Slovakie 26
Lithuanie 35
Hungan 38
Latvia 42
Armenie 48
Czech Republ 54
Slovenit 64
Romani: 73
Polanc 74
Russii 83
Serbie 83
Croatie 95
Ukraine 12¢

Questionable as such numbers are, they give swtn@n of the evolution of the once communist
countries when we consider that, say, Argentin@dex is ranked 95, Brazil's 111 and
Venezuela’'s 138. And that Estonia, Slovakia, Lithieaand Hungary are “economically more
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free” than Sweden, Portugal, Belgium Greece arlg. lithe economic transformation has been
undeniable.

Political changes made this possible. Democracyyeler flawed, has been replacing the
Marxist-Leninist state of the past. A degree of deracy ranking of 150 countries in 2009
reflects the progressiccording to this Estonia was in the lead, a%, ¥6llowed by:

Sloveni 18
Lithuanie 24
Czech Republl | 24
Hungan 26
Polanc 27
Slovakie 28
Latvia 38
Croatie 44
Bulgarie 45
Serbi 49
Romanii 51
Ukraine 68

Disappointingly, Russia was 134, even below Chivfaile the Scandinavians, Swiss and Dutch
were predictably on top with Myanmar (Burma) at leey bottom. Obviously, one cannot take

these numbers uncritically. But they do give usdsa of the direction and pace of change. The
communists may still be hanging on to power andsame countries, including Russia, there is
more than a touch of kleptocracy, but the daysdidtatorship of the proletariat” are gone, one
hopes, forever.

The question remains, what next? How will the pmstimunist countries evolve? A
Hayek/Friedman minimum state capitalism, whichhia éarly 1990s was held up as an ideal, has
lost some of its allure. There are too many prokléimat only a politically organized society can
tackle. A mixed economy welfare state seems magdyli The details and timetable are yet to
emerge.

) Ljubo Sirc, “Communist Ideas and Influence aft889,” p. 7.

(2) Cato Institute/Fraser Institute, Economic Frradf the World. 2009 Annual Repofthe index gives
equal weight to five aspects: (i) size of governti{erpenditures, taxes and enterprises), (ii) Isgralcture
and security of property rights, (iii) access tarsd money, (iv) freedom to trade internationally &w)
regulations of credit, labor and business.

) http://www.worldaudit.org/democracy.htifihe index reflects the openness of the electoaigss,
freedom of the press, and the degree of corruption.




